Morality and God’s Love

Family as a Reflection of the Holy Trinity
Answer Key

1. What responsibility do parents accept during the reception of their child into the Church at the beginning
of the baptismal rite? How do parents honor this commitment?

o Parents accept the responsibility of training their child in the practice of faith. Parents honor this
commitment by raising their child to keep the Ten Commandments and to live out Christ’s teachings.

2. How is a familial relationship between you and God affirmed in the Sacrament of Baptism?

¢ The familial relationship between you and God is affirmed in the Sacrament of Baptism because
through Baptism we become a new person. We become an adopted son or daughter of God, sharing
in Christ’s love.

3. What vision of family life emerges from Scripture?

¢ In Scripture, respect for and loyalty to one’s family was the strongest value in biblical cultures.
Honoring one’s parents was a very important value and affirmed in many Old Testament passages.
Jesus expanded on this teaching by emphasizing the importance of our spiritual family, based on faith
in Christ. As God’s beloved sons and daughters, all human beings are part of the family of God.

4. How does the Church define the duties of children to their parents?

e The Church defines the duties of children to their parents as showing respect for parents, showing
gratitude for parents, demonstrating obedience, and assisting parents. To show respect for parents,
children must listen to their parents with an open and patient attitude, and they must attempt to
understand their parents’ point of view even when it is difficult. To show gratitude for their parents,
children must express appreciation to their parents. To demonstrate obedience, children must trust
their parents’ judgment, even if the child does not see their parents’ wisdom right away. To assist
parents, children must help them in whatever form necessary, including caring for them as they age.

5. How does the Church describe the duties of parents to their children?

e The Church defines the duties of parents to their children as knowing what is best for their children,
making rules for their children’s safety, acting as their children’s first educators about God and the
moral life, teaching their children to have faith in God, encouraging and supporting their children in
whatever vocations they choose, and always providing for the physical, emotional, and spiritual needs
of their children.
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